Wadsworth Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2023

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (e)

The audit of accounts for Wadsworth Parish Council for the year
ended 31 March 2023 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Wadsworth
Parish Council on application to:
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Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ !
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

N oD ArY)
2-10-2027

(c) for each

Notes

This notice and Sections 1,28 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority's website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Inseri the name, posifion and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b} Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(¢} Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice
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Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2022/23 in respect of

Wadsworth Parish Council WY0081

Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit
Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit
carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does
not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined
that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local
public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02)
as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the
NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/quidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and
that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:
e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

On 27 September 2023, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of
Sections 1 and 2 of this authority's Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2023. We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We
are now in a position to certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows:

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other
matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements
have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has not provided an adequate explanation for the restated figure in Section 2, Box 9 for the prior year.

External auditor certificate 2022/23

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2023.
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowledge as the members of:

B il
our responsibility for ensuting that there is 2 sound system f internal control, including arrangame;nts for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and beliel, with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

¢

managament duAng the yeer. and tor the preparation af | : with the Atcounts and Audit-Reguiations.
the accounting siatements. !
2. We maimained an adeguate svstam-of interna; gontral
inclutiing measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and ‘corruption and 1e ¢ ite effectivenes ol

3. We took all reasonablas steps to agsure curssives i | e only done what 2 s e logel sower ko 90 #0d Bas
that thers are no matters of aciual or polental |
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Praper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the abiity of this authontyto canduct fa
| DuSiness of mRnRES s finsrces.

4. We provides propes-appodunity dusing the yeer for
the exerc se of elestors nghts in accordance with the
requirements of e Ascalnts nd Augit Reguistions.

| 5. We tamed out an assessmen: of e risks tacing tis
authorty and fook appragriate steps fo manage hose
risks, incluting the intraduction-of internal controls and/or
extemal insurance tover whare raguired,

B. We maintained throtghout the yeat an agequale and

. effactive sysiem of intermal audit of the accounting
records and control Rysters.

7. Wile tovk appropriate acton bn &l mansrs rased
0 TRPSAS fromt intemal & oxterng! audit
18..We considerad whether any igation, Fablwes or
COMMItHBME. Byents or transactions, ooourring either
duning or after the yegrend. have a financld impact on
this suitority and, where soprapriste. have induded them
0 e acosunting stateme b
9. (Fotlgcal councils efly) Trust funts inciuding respensitdts where, &y & body
charilabie. in our capacity as lhe sole managing i m&f\m~ mannging iister s
Aruster we dischargad our accountability : st or frusts. ‘ .
resporsibilities for the fund(sVassets, intluding ;
fingncial reporting and, If raquired. ndependen

sxaminatior. or audit. | " i

e g e paar gave off Sersens inferesleg I BRROTUNTY 1
inspand wrvl wsk QuBsbOns ahout this sullnilys accouts.

' CONSIDEB0 AN SOCLNINEY (e BHECID! any ather rEks R

arranged for 8 compsieni persas independent of the financial
sontrols and procedures, o give an objentive view on whethar
infamal conlrols meet the needs of this smalter authority

smEpongad o matters brought to #s atlention by infernsi ang
extermal udit

giscised evanthing i should have sboul its business activity
sunag the year inciuding events teking place afier the year
end i relevant.

how the autharity will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

"Please provide axplanations te the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe

This Aonusl mw WEE Bpproved at & Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
mesting of the aut i ity approval was given:
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

1. Balances brough ‘ . ' Tota! batances and reserves at the deginring of the year
forwarg a8 recorded in the financial records, Value must agres o
8Bax 7 of previous yesr,

Total amount of precapt (o for (DBS retes and levies)
rECHVES OF recaivatle in the year Exclude soy grants
received.

2. {(+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

Total incoma o7 receipts 85 racordad in the cashbook less

2. (+) Total other recaipts :
W irseent o ratesdiins received (Bne 31, incliude any
grants racefved.
Tolal expendilure or payments made to and on behalf

4. {-) Staft costs
i “of all ernployees, Include gross salanss and wages,

employers Ni conlributions, employers pensior
contnbubions, gratuities and sevarance payments.

- Total expenditure or payments. ol capital and interest
made dunng the year on the authority's barowings (if any)

5. (-j Loanimarest/capital
repayments

Tootal sxpenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
ook less steff costs (ine 4) snd foan interostoants
repayments {fine )

Total balances and reserves at the end aof the vear. Must
egual (14243} ~ (4+5+8)

6. (-}All olher payments

7. (=) Balances carrisd
farward

Ths sum of ajl curent and depes# bank gccounts, cash
holdings and shor term investments heid as et 31 March —
To agree with bank reconciiation.

The value of il (he propedy the atthonty owns — i is made
up of ail its fixed assels and long 1erm investments as at
31 March.

The cutstanding capital balance as &t 31 March of ail loans
from third parfies (inciuding PWLB)

8. Tetal value of cash and
short term investments:

5. Total fixad assets plus

long term investments
angoneele Ll
10. Total borrowings

‘The Counci, as & body corporate, acls as sofe trustee and
is responsible for managing Trugt funds or assels

i The figures in the accounting staterments above o not

| inciude any Trustiransactions.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{induding charilable)

| confitmn that these Accounting Statements were

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govemnance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
ar lncome and expanditureg basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Praciifioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present faidy
the financial position of this authonty,

Signed by Respansib

1 Signed by Chai

U 24 e
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23
Inrespectof =8 - Wadsworth Parish Council - WY0081

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2022/23

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR s in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Please see below.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has submitted its AGAR and supporting documentation prior to 30 September 2023; however, we have not been
able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line with statutory
requirements. Once we have completed our review a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detailing any
qualifications and ‘other’ matters.

Our fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when we certify completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23
We do not certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the
year ended 31 March 2023.

We do not certify completion because:

We have not been able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in fine
with statutory requirements.

il
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